
 
 

 
CURRICULUM & STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

 
AGENDA NOTICE 

 
Curriculum & Standards Committee Meeting 

Date: Tuesday 3rd March 2015 
Time: 10.00am 

Venue: Principal’s Office, Farnborough College of Technology 
 

10.00 2.1 Opening of Meeting and Apologies for Absence 
2.2 Declarations of Interest 

 

Presentation – Apprenticeships 
by Sharon White, Business Services Director 

 

 
10.40 2.3 Minutes of the last Curriculum & Standards Committee held 18th Nov 2014 

Chair of Curriculum & Standards Committee    Appendix 2.3 
 

2.4 Matters arising from the minutes 
 

STRATEGIC PLANNING 
 

10.45 2.5 Annual Operating Statement 2014/15 December Monitoring Point 
Report by the Principal       Appendix 2.5 

 
10.55 2.6 College Success Rate Targets 

Report by Deputy Principal       Appendix 2.6 
 

11.15 2.7 Key National Measures – QSR and DfE Performance Tables 
Report by Deputy Principal       Appendix 2.7 

 
11.30 2.8 Annual Review Report to the University of Surrey for 2013/2014 

Report by Deputy Principal       Appendix 2.8 
 

2.9 Any Other Business 
 
2.10 Date and time of the next Curriculum & Standards Committee meeting 

Thursday 18th June 2015 at 10am 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION LIST:  
Ms W Megeney – Chair 

Mrs M Hall 
Mr I Hamilton 
Miss S Limbu  

Mr A Lloyd 
Mr R Rendel 

Mrs C Slaymaker – Principal 
 

Mr J Palfreyman – Ex-officio member 
Mrs H Ramsdale - Vice Principal Curriculum & Learners 

Mr I Wolloff - Deputy Principal 
Mrs C Gillam - Clerk to Corporation 

 
(Indicative timings for agenda items have been given in italics) 
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Farnborough College of Technology 
 

Curriculum & Standards Committee 
Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 3rd March 2015 

 
Present: 
Ms W Megeney – Chair of Committee 
Mrs M Hall (left during item 2.4) 
Mr I Hamilton 
Mr R Rendel 
 
In Attendance: 
Mrs H Ramsdale - Vice Principal Curriculum & Learners 
Mr I Wolloff – Deputy Principal 
Ms S White – Business Services Director (for presentation only) 
Mrs C Gillam – Clerk to the Corporation 
 
Quorate: Yes 
 
The meeting opened at 10.06am 
 
Agenda 
Item 
 

Minute Action 

2.1/14.15 Opening of Meeting and Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from the Principal and Ms 
Limbu.  Mrs Hall and Mr Hamilton were welcomed to their first 
Curriculum & Standards Committee meeting. 
 

 
 

2.2/14.15 Declarations of Interest 
No declarations were noted in relation to the agenda items. 
 

 

 Presentation by Sharon White – Business Services Director 
Apprenticeships 
Ms White explained that the College has a history of offering work 
based programmes and qualifications and a good reputation with 
local businesses for high quality training.  Apprenticeships are fully 
funded by Government and represent a growth area for the 
College and one ninth of its income.  There are a range of delivery 
models across subjects and schools within the College.  The 
College has a dedicated Business Services team to work with 
businesses to tailor apprenticeships to meet their business needs.  
The College runs the high profile McLaren and Phillips UK 
apprenticeship programmes and delivers part of the BA 
programme but the majority of apprenticeships are with SMEs.  
Numbers are equally spread between 16-18 and 19+ and between 
intermediate and advanced apprenticeships and success rates are 
excellent.  Higher apprenticeships are becoming a more attractive 
alternative to a degree and the UCF will provide a good 
opportunity to grow this area.  The three big apprenticeship 
business sectors locally are engineering, construction and IT but 
there are good opportunities across the board to grow 
apprenticeships.   
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The Committee thanked Ms White for her informative presentation. 
 

2.3/14.15 Minutes of the meeting held 18th November 2014 
The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record and 
were signed by the Chair.   
 

 

2.4/14.15 Matters arising from the minutes 
Item 1.5. The action point for the Principal to check publishing 
arrangements for obtaining staff and student views would be 
carried forward to the next meeting.  
 
The next item was recorded as a confidential minute. 
 
Item 1.7 It was noted that a new Director of Marketing, Jane 
Chapman, would be joining the College this month.  The 
Committee suggested that the Community University branding and 
how sub-branding such as ‘UCF Technical Education’ fitted within 
this overall brand could be a topic for presentation for a future 
Committee meeting.   
Mrs Hall left the meeting.  
 
Item 1.10 It was recorded that the College had received a 
fantastic response to advertising its version of TeachFirst in the 
shortage STEM subjects with around 50 applicants. 
 

 
 

2.5/14.15 
 

Annual Operating Statement 2014/15 December Monitoring 
Point 
The Committee noted that actions across the five projects were 
mostly on target.  Within Project C the target to achieve growth of 
an additional 180 FTE students was quite ambitious.  Additional 
16-18 FTE students had been recruited but adult FTE numbers 
were down although adult courses were still recruiting.  There was 
growth in apprenticeships and HE applicant numbers were higher 
than in 2014/15.  It was noted that whilst apprenticeships 
continue to be fully funded the Government had just announced a 
24% reduction in adult funding from next year. 
 
The Committee accepted the Annual Operating Statement 2014/15 
December monitoring point. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2.6/14.15 College Success Rate Targets 
The Deputy Principal introduced the targets for 2014/15 
highlighting that, as the success rates achieved in 2013/14 were 
well within the top 10% of colleges nationally, the target was to 
maintain this high standard and to extend it further in some areas.   
He informed the Committee that the nature of A and AS levels was 
changing and there was a reduction in AS success rates nationally 
last year and the College’s results were disappointing.  Thus in 
2013/14 the College’s target for Level 3 long 16-18 was 92% but 
it achieved 87% against a national rate of 82%.  The target 
recommended for 2014/15 is 90% which is still high.  The College 
has invested in PiXL which is a consortium focused on raising 
standards in GCSE and A Levels.  They have a particularly 
successful model of targeted learning and assessment and a useful 
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bank of resources to prepare students for examinations.  Our 
current A Level staff provide a lot of one to one student support 
however the PiXL approach should strengthen this process.  The 
impact of the 2013/14 AS results was also seen in the Level 3 long 
19+ figures where again the target for 2014/15 was slightly lower 
than the target for 2013/4 but still higher than the national rate. 
 
The Committee agreed to adopt the College Success Rate targets 
for 2014/15. 
 

2.7/14.15 Key National Measures – QSR and DfE Performance Tables 
The Deputy Principal introduced two recently published national 
data sets.   
 
The Qualification Success Rate Report (QSR) was published by the 
SFA and the College’s headline performance was very strong with 
the College’s overall success rates at 91.7% for 2013/14 against 
GFE colleges nationally at 83.6%.  For adults the percentage of 
leavers on courses which fall below the ‘minimum standards’ 
threshold was extremely low at 3.8%/3.6% (depending on the 
qualification type).  For qualification success rates by type and 
level of qualification the College was well above the national 
averages in most areas apart from AS level.  The College’s 
qualification success rate for apprenticeships was 85.6% compared 
to GFE colleges nationally at 70.3% which made the College very 
attractive to employers. 
 
The second data set was published by the DfE and showed the 
College in a much better position than in previous years.  The 
College was 36th nationally for GFE colleges in its A Level results 
points score for 2013/14 and had a positive value added score but 
these figures are based on low numbers (about 32 students).  
Nationally amongst the GFE colleges for vocational results 2013/14 
the College was ranked 22nd for the average points score and had 
a value added score that put the College 5th in the country.  The 
Committee noted that it would be useful to investigate why 
Riverside College Halton had performed so well in both the A Level 
and vocational tables as Riverside was unusual in being highly 
placed in the average points score and the value added tables. 
 
The Committee congratulated the College on its excellent results 
across both data sets.   
 

 
 

2.8/14.15 Annual Review Report to the University of Surrey  
The format of the report has now changed.  The Annual Review 
Report to the University of Surrey helps the University to judge 
whether the College is operating its accredited status 
appropriately.  The College is working to improve levels of student 
satisfaction.  The results from the NSS survey were poor but 
skewed by the experiences of students in one school whose results 
were good but their experience affected by staffing issues and a 
Head of School vacancy.  Management and staffing has stabilised 
in that school this year and the Director of HE was working hard 
across the board to improve student satisfaction and thus it was 
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hoped that NSS outcomes would be better this year.   
 
Another focus for the College was to use the full range of marks in 
assessment and the Director of HE was focusing on assessment 
practice across the institution. 
 
The Committee accepted the report. 
 

2.9/14.15 Any Other Business 
None. 
 

 
 
 

2.10/14.15 Date and Time of next Curriculum & Standards Committee 
meeting 
Tuesday 18th June 2015 at 10am 
 

 
 
 
 

The meeting closed at 12.37pm 
 
 
 

Minutes agreed as being a true and accurate record by the Chair. 
 
 
 

Signed:         
 
 
Dated:         
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