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Extended Diploma in Fashion and Textiles.

Equipment List. 
During your course you are required to purchase a wide range of equipment in order to successfully complete your studies both in college and at home. Fashion and Textiles can be an expensive subject area as you not only need to purchase fabrics and threads but also art and design media and materials, please bear this in mind during your course.
The college will provide some paper, card and drawing materials along with some basic sewing supplies for samples but these are limited, therefore it is essential to have your own personal equipment in order to succeed at the highest level.

If you have access to a digital camera, this would be helpful for your Photography lessons. It is also useful for keeping a record of your work in progress particularly when you begin designing on the dress stands, you can also use your mobile phones to record work in progress. 

When you start on the course you will be allocated £5 worth of print credit, once you have used this you will need to then purchase more from the library. The LRC also stock a limited supply of stationery and both A3 and A4 sketchbooks.
Equipment that you need to purchase for the beginning of your course:

Art and Design Equipment.
1: Set of drawing pencils 8B – H.

2: Range of paint brushes both for watercolour and acrylic, hog hair and sable substitute. Sizes 8,6,4,2 and ) or a set of each.

3: Set of watercolour paints.

4: Set of Gouache paints.

5: Set of acrylic paints.

(please do not buy cheap paints, brands such as Daler Rowney, Cotman, Reeves and Derwent are good ones. If you can not afford to buy all in one go then just buy good quality a bit at a time – you will save money in the long run).

6: Set of coloured pencils – possibly watercolour ones.

7: Set of oil pastels.

8: Set of soft pastels.

9: Charcoal sticks.

10: Scissors for paper.

11: Ruler.

12: Set of black fine liners

13: Pencil sharpener.

14: Pritt stick.

15: Biro for note taking.

16: Scalpel.

17: Old shirt/apron – to wear when dyeing fabrics and experimenting.
18: A3 sketchbooks – approximately 5 throughout the year. You will need at least one for the beginning of your coursework with Sam and one for your photography work.

19: USB stick – as large as possible for storing photography work as well as written work etc. Students will be expected to supply themselves with photography darkroom paper, tutor will advise when they start college.
20: A4 ringbinder and a set of 20 part dividers for your Contextual Studies work.

21: General Notebook to use throughout all the modules.

22: A4 Plastic pockets for organising work in.
23: A3 display folder for organising patterncutting work, (you will need one of these a term, 3 for the year).
24: Ilford Photographic Paper, MG1V multigrade1V RC portfolio, to use for black and white printing in the photography darkroom.

Fashion and Textiles Equipment.

1: Dressmaking shears. (scissors – if fashion is what you want to go into spend the money on a good pair)

2: Embroidery Scissors.

4: Metal ruler.

5: Machine sewing threads – basic colours then tailor them to your projects. (black, white) (you can buy sets of threads see me to discuss before you do). 

For easy sewing with good results you again need to buy good quality threads such as drima, sylko, mettler and gutterman. Do not buy cheap threads as they will cause you lots of problems and put you off using the sewing machine.

6: Hand sewing needles, set of.

7: Dressmaking pins.

8: Stitch unpicker.

9: Dress marking chalk – tailors chalk.

10: Fabric marking pen – fades in light or by using water.

11: Tape measure.

12: Pattern Master – metric, large.

13. Tracing Wheel.

14: Open toe embroidery foot for Bernina 1008 sewing machine, No: 24 foot (this can be purchased online or through Sewmaster Sewing Machines in Guildford or Reading, Tel: 01483 567609 or 0118 9571845 or online). 

15: 6 metal Bernina bobbins for 1008 machine (online or through Sewmaster Sewing Machines – see above for details)

16: A metal bobbin case for Bernina 1008 sewing machine (this can be purchased online or through Sewmaster Sewing Machines in Guildford or Reading, Tel: 01483 567609 or 0118 9571845 or online)

17: Scotch tape.

18: Calico – students will need a constant supply of calico it is a good idea to start the course with a minimum of 2metres of a medium weight.

YOU WILL NEED ITEMS 14, 15 AND 16 FROM THE BEGINNING OF YOUR COURSE

A good supplier of fashion equipment is Morplan – they do student discount. www.morplan.com or Freephone 0800 45 11 22.

YOU WILL NEED TO BRING YOUR EQUIPMENT IN AND OUT OF COLLEGE ON A DAILY BASIS SO ORGANISING EVERYTHING INTO A TOOL BOX IS A GOOD IDEA, these can be bought from DIY shops.

YOU MUST ALSO HAVE AT HOME A:

Sewing Machine and Dress Dummy.

One of the biggest outlays during your time on the Extended Diploma course will be purchasing a dress dummy and a sewing machine. Both of these are really essential items if you are serious about studying fashion and textiles, particularly at a higher level. 

A sewing machine is essential for both disciplines and like with all your equipment it is better to buy a good one. I would recommend the Bernina machine range and you can buy these second hand online, Sewmaster Sewing Machines of Guildford and Reading are good also suppliers.  The Berninas are expensive but buying a sewing machine is an investment and with a good one you will not need to replace it for years it will also cause less sewing problems for you (keep an eye out on ebay as they sometimes come up second hand on there and are a much better investment than a cheap new machine models such as the 1015 are the same machine we use in college just an older version which are just as good). 
A dress dummy is again an essential item but it is only worth spending the money on a good one if you are going to study fashion at degree level. Morplan have a range to choose from and local fabric/sewing shops will sell basic models for approximately £100. If you are serious about a career in fashion and want to study further then buying a Morplan or even better a K & L dummy will be a good investment but again these are expensive anything from £350 upwards. A standard size 12 is the one to go for as this is what the industry uses.

